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CARTIER COLORATURA
COLORATURA high jewellery collection: 
a colourful gateway to pure joy. 
Interview with Jacqueline Karachi-Langane.



What a journey! This is a jolt to the senses as much as an invitation 
to revisit carefully selected cultural destinations. COLORATURA 
is indeed a chromatic celebration that goes hand in hand with lyr-
icism and escapism. Although the pieces obviously do not pro-
duce any sound, there is musicality to be found in the rigorous 
settings and impressive gold work (as in an underlying harmon-
ic structure), and also in the masterful profusion of colours (as in 
a melodic flight). 

COLORATURA has fifty pieces, which include six principal sets: 
Chromaphonia, Yoshino, Holika, Kanaga, Matsuri and Orienphonie; 
so many evocative titles that transport us to exotic places and fes-
tive times. Holika is a demoness in Hindu culture (the triumph of 
good over evil); Masturi is a Japanese festival and Kanaga a vol-
canic island…in each creation, each gemstone has a specific func-
tion, as in old master paintings where each accent is as import-
ant as the overall colour palette. This is most evident in the use of 
turquoise in the Chromaphonia scheme, where its role is to subtly 
underline the base of black onyx. 

This play on contrasts seems to reference tribal ornaments or cer-
emonial make-up; however, in this instance it’s a futuristic trib-
alism that can be seen in the Kanaga necklace with its diamond 
rondelles that form a precious rope, or in the Holika ring and its 
clusters of chrysoberyls and duck blue tourmalines. Geometry 
is always present as the core structure or skeleton onto which 
dancing and captivating elements are set. The 3D optical illu-
sion of the Matsuri pieces that contain squares whose one side 
is paved with diamonds, the other set with onyx, or the delight-
ful drop beads of the Yoshino bracelet. 

Once again I had the privilege of interviewing Jacqueline Karachi-
Langane, and in the following Q&A, she exclusively shares her in-
sights into the COLORATURA collection, which is a fantastical 
destination in itself.

Studying the pattern of 
the stone before carving 

at Cartier in-house 
glyptography atelier.

www.cartier.com

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane, Cartier 
Creative Director for High Jewellery & High 
Jewellery Watches. Photography by Laziz 
Hamani © Cartier



Olivier Dupon - If there were one piece that per-
fectly embodies the spirit of COLORATURA, it 
would have to be the Chromaphonia neckpiece 
(whose name combines both the concepts of 
sound and colour)? Was it the first one to be 
created?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  – The Collection 
has been created by our team of designers, so 
Chromaphonia was created at the same time as 
the other pieces. However, Chromaphonia real-
ly expresses the thematic by itself.

It is composed of Afghan emeralds. The stones 
were selected for their proportions and their 
baroque appearance. Inspiration came from 
an embroidered pleated skirt in Hungarian folk 
dress that had the same colour combinations. 
The proportions evoke the layered petticoat 
with the baroque cut illustrating the notion of 
accumulation. 

The intention was to play with colour and co-
lour combinations. We intensified the colour of 
the emerald with the blend of spinel, mandarin 
garnets, turquoise, onyx and diamond. It came 
together stroke by stroke, like embroidery. The 
proportions of the skirt come first; then the em-
broidery is added. 

CHROMAPHONIA Necklace in 18K white gold, set 
with twenty-two baroque emerald beads from 

Afghanistan (199.02 carats), spinel beads, mandarin 
garnet beads, turquoise, onyx, rose-cut diamonds, 
and brilliant-cut diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © 

Cartier. Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA. 

www.cartier.com



CHROMAPHONIA Earrings in 18K 
white gold, set with two fancy-shaped 

emeralds from Afghanistan (10.87 
carats), spinel beads, mandarin garnet 

beads, turquoise, onyx, rose-cut 
diamonds, and brilliant-cut diamonds; 

Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA. 

CHROMAPHONIA Ring in 18K white gold, 
set with one 15.53-carat button-shaped 
emerald from Zambia, cabochon-cut 
spinels, cabochon-cut fire opals, onyx, 
turquoise, and brilliant-cut diamonds; 
Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA. 

www.cartier.com

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  – It is quite a subtle harmony 
of colours because of these individual strokes, but the mix 
of colours is rather daring: green, red, orange and turquoise 
blue are highly contrasting colours, but they are kept har-
monious and subtle. 

We didn’t take anything from these highly valuable old em-
eralds; we worked stroke by stroke to produce a simple yet 
sophisticated result.

All of the emeralds in this necklace are baroque-shaped.



Olivier Dupon - Through COLORATURA, 
cosmopolitism is front and centre. Which 
foreign cultures inspired you?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  - The cultural as-
pect is very important. A voyage that delves 
into the cultures of the world is at the heart 
of this collection, in other words joy, colour 
and openness to the world. 

In details, Matsuri was inspired by the pa-
per lanterns traditionally used in Asian cele-
brations. An effect of perspective is used to 

suggest the proportions. An anamorphosis is 
created by the contrast of black and white 
and a palette of muted green hues. The rig-
orous design creates an impression of vol-
ume although the piece is two-dimensional. 
Furthermore, the piece was hand-crafted but 
designed using CAD tools. This is an import-
ant point: we work with the tools of our time. 
A piece such as this plays with perspective. 
The rigorous regularity of the décor produc-
es an almost hypnotic quality: this piece had 
to be perfect. 

MATSURI Bracelet (detail and full 
shot) in platinum, set with one 
33.34-carat round-shaped tourmaline, 
two cabochon-cut opals (12.18 carats), 
tourmalines, onyx, and brilliant-cut 
diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com



Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  - CAD allowed us to come close to 
perfection, while more traditional techniques were used to fit all 
of the onyx by hand. Our workshops alternate between modern 
technology and entirely traditional methods of production. Expert 
craftsmen work with the tools of their time without detracting 
from their handiwork and craftsmanship. Hand craftsmanship has 
to keep to CAD standards. As such the onyx had to be impecca-
bly fitted. This task is performed by hand, as is stringing and all of 
the jewellery handcrafting - including casting, gem setting, and so 
on. Nowadays, no piece can be produced to this level of perfec-
tion without a mixed use of all these tools.

www.cartier.com
MATSURI Ring in platinum, set 
with one 26.20-carat cushion-
shaped tourmaline, onyx, and 

brilliant-cut diamonds; Vincent 
Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA.



MATSURI Necklace (detail and full 
shot) in platinum, set with one 
14.82-carat cabochon-cut opal, one 
7.25-carat oval-shaped tourmaline, 
tourmaline beads, tourmalines, 
opals, onyx, rose-cut diamonds, 
and brilliant-cut diamonds (the 
necklace can be worn long or short); 
Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com



Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  - Yoshino is a com-
bination of the pastel colours of morganites, pink 
tourmalines and opals. The piece evokes a cele-
bration of spring and the Japanese cherry blos-
som festival in an array of rosy hues. The colours 
are the softest hues of pink and blue, a shaded pal-
ette. This piece offers a variety of wear options. 
The pendant can be worn on a chain. The necklace 
can be worn as a collar necklace or choker.

YOSHINO Ring in 18K white gold, set with 
one 17.12-carat cushion-shaped morganite, 

two cabochon-cut opals totalling 1.72 
carats, pink sapphires, and brilliant-cut 

diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

Earrings in 18K white gold, set with 
two pear-shaped morganites (23.50 

carats), two cabochon-cut opals (2.18 
carats), pink sapphires, and brilliant-cut 
diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 

Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com



YOSHINO Necklace in 18K white gold, set with 
two emerald-cut morganites (55.18 carats), three 
cabochon-cut opals (8.13 carats), tourmaline beads, 
pink sapphires, and brilliant-cut diamonds. The 
necklace has an additional chain and can be worn in 
three different ways; Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

Note: the full version of the necklace is featured on the last spread, worn by a model

www.cartier.com



YOSHINO Bracelet in 18K white gold, set with one 
14.10-carat cushion-shaped morganite, one 1.67-carat 
cabochon-cut opal, tourmaline beads, pink sapphires, 
and brilliant-cut diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © 
Cartier. Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com



KANAGA Necklace in 18K white gold, set 
with two orangey pink spinels (7.58 carats), 
two G triangular-shaped step-cut diamonds 

(8.39 carats), spinel beads, triangular-shaped 
diamonds, baguette-cut diamonds, and brilliant-

cut diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

KANAGA Earrings in 18K white 
gold, set with two orangey 
pink spinels (5.49 carats), two 
F/G triangular-shaped step-
cut diamonds (3.15 carats), 
spinel beads, triangular-shaped 
diamonds, and brilliant-cut 
diamonds; Vincent Wulveryck 
© Cartier. Cartier Coloratura 
Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com

Olivier Dupon - Colour is crucial to 
COLORATURA. Can you please explain how the 
gemstones have been selected?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane - The theme of joy is 
evident throughout the collection. Another theme 
is colour that elicits a visual impact, or even sur-
prise: we used some striking colour combinations 
such as red and white. We used uncompromising 
and varied colour combinations to evoke the con-
cept of travel and curiosity about the world. There 
are no set rules; we shook up the colour codes. The 
colour combinations are more daring than ever. It 
is always a matter of harmony, and Cartier has the 
power and the freedom to create such harmony 
with unusual sets of colours

and besides my most difficult piece is probably 
one that I have not yet started.



Group shot of 
ORIENPHONIE Wristwatch, 
CORAIL Earrings in 18K 
white gold, set with six 
orangey red coral beads 
(21.70 carats), onyx, black 
lacquer square motifs, and 
brilliant-cut diamonds, and 
CORAIL Ring in 18K white 
gold, set with three orangey 
red coral beads (12.84 
carats), onyx, and brilliant-
cut diamonds; Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA.

ORIENPHONIE Wristwatch in 
18K white gold, set with 19 coral 
beads (130.46 carats), onyx, and 

brilliant-cut diamonds – quartz 
movement; Vincent Wulveryck 

© Cartier. Cartier Coloratura 
Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com

Olivier Dupon - Just as much as last year’s 
collection RÉSONANCE honoured the 
breathing and pulsation quality of gem-
stones, COLORATURA seems to go fur-
ther by highlighting their fundamental 
vitality through their colours. Was it an 
obvious progression?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane - Colour 
is vibration, and vibration is voice. The 
COLORATURA collection expresses the 
voices of artistry in all their tones. With 
this collection, we can hear the power of 
all colours. The stones come to life to il-
lustrate all the variations of the voice in 
perfect harmony. 

Besides, in classical music, the term col-
oratura refers to a virtuoso voice that can 
produce complex vocal lines in a richly 
ornamented repertoire. Here the stones 
do the same.

Our creations are a song to the colours 
of the world. We have composed a dy-
namic score in a rich colour palette to 
explore the diversity of celebrations 
around the globe: the vibrant colours of 
India, the uncompromising contrasts of 
Asia and the Orient, the subtle palettes 
of Japan, and the bold tones of Africa. 
The COLORATURA collection is a shout 
of joy.



Holika Bangle in 18K white gold, 
set with one 65.78-carat cushion-
shaped rubellite, chrysoberyl beads, 
blue tourmaline beads, square-
shaped blue tourmalines, cabochon-
cut pink tourmalines, and brilliant-
cut diamonds (Note: the lower part 
of the bracelet will be paved for the 
final creation); Vincent Wulveryck 
© Cartier. Cartier Coloratura 
Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com

Olivier Dupon - A joyful sense of summertime stems from COLORATURA, 
a festival of hues worthy of the Indian festival Holi. Was your intention to 
create a new permanent season that would supersede all other?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  - You are exactly right, Holika draws inspi-
ration from the Holi ceremony that captures the exuberance of India. It 
is also a celebration of spring – a recurring theme throughout the col-
lection. Spring is celebrated around the world with this explosion of co-
lour and joy – a symbol of new life. It is at the root of the COLORATURA 
collection: joy, colour and celebration. During the Holi festival, people 
dress in white and throw coloured pigments at one another. Every co-
lour has a meaning: green for harmony, orange for optimism, blue for 
vitality, and red for joy and love.



HOLIKA Ring in 18K white gold, set 
with one 15.05-carat cushion-shaped 
rubellite, blue tourmaline beads, 
chrysoberyl beads, square-shaped 
diamonds, and brilliant-cut diamonds; 
Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier 
Coloratura Collection. POA.

HOLIKA Earrings in 18K white gold, set 
with blue tourmaline beads, chrysoberyl 
beads, cabochon-cut pink tourmalines, 

and brilliant-cut diamonds; Vincent 
Wulveryck © Cartier. Cartier Coloratura 

Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane  - We also completely 
revisited the signature Cartier harmony of green, 
red and blue, which originally came to us from 
India with the Tutti Frutti style. The proportions 
of the bracelet were produced using beads and a 
stringing technique. Once again, the piece is sim-
ple in appearance but the work of the craftswom-
an is infinitely complex.  A lot of research went in-
to using colour to produce the visual effect of the 
pigments thrown around during Holi, which is our 
point of reference here.



MATSURI Earrings in platinum, 
set with two oval-shaped 
tourmalines (8.32 carats), 
two cabochon-cut opals (2.17 
carats), tourmaline beads, onyx, 
and brilliant-cut diamonds; 
Vincent Wulveryck © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. 
POA.

www.cartier.com

Olivier Dupon - As always the degree of ingenuity is fascinating. Is there a 
special technical innovation in COLORATURA?

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane - I cannot say that there is a technical innova-
tion, however, apparent simplicity is often very difficult to achieve tech-
nically, especially when it involves arranging stones or beads to create 
proportions. The designs are regular and symmetrical. But when you look 
closer, you notice that each bead is special and unique because it is hand-
carved. Cartier allows the beauty of imperfection to shine through. From 
these irregular stones, Cartier manages to create a harmony for the eye, 
which balances out the colours and shapes. The eye brings it all together 
and straight away perceives the unity of the design, as when looking at a 
pointillist painting.



The full version of the YOSHINO 
Necklace worn on a model. It is 
in 18K white gold, set with two 
emerald-cut morganites (55.18 
carats), three cabochon-cut opals 
(8.13 carats), tourmaline beads, 
pink sapphires, and brilliant-cut 
diamonds. The necklace has an 
additional chain and can be worn 
in three different ways; Lagacé 
& Lysandre Le Cleac’h © Cartier. 
Cartier Coloratura Collection. POA.

www.cartier.com

Jacqueline Karachi-Langane - The 
expertise and skill of Cartier is 
to be able to give the eye what it 
needs to find balance within some-
thing that, by its nature, is imbal-
anced. This quirk, this shining im-
perfection, lends the collection the 
charm and warmth characteristic 
of all human creations.



Impression Florale Necklace in 18K 
yellow gold set with diamonds; 
Coromandel collection, 
CHANEL Fine Jewelry.

www.chanel.com
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The haute joaillerie peak season is upon us and it has culminat-
ed in a full week of high jewellery presentations in Paris during 
Couture. The 2018 vintage did not disappoint with some im-
pressive efforts from a few houses. After all, nothing beats 
being amazed and captivated by a collection even after so 
much to be seen all year long. This year some high jewellers 
surpassed expectations with their inventiveness (CARTIER, 
VAN CLEEF & ARPELS, BOUCHERON), and one especially 
took everyone by surprise (CHAUMET). In terms of trends 
or more correctly similarities that I could identify after 27 or 
so viewings, in no particular order, I could name a profusion 
of eye clean tsavorite garnets in large carat weights, as well 
as spinels in many shades. The presence of kite-shaped dia-
monds (until now rarely seen) and a frequent demonstration 
of fine pearl or bead stringing in important creations were ex-
citing sights. Of course superlative gold work (openwork, chis-
elled, carved) was a given (BUCCELLATI, CHAUMET). When 
it comes to wearability and proportions, there seems to be a 
realisation that women who wear high jewellery increasing-
ly desire pieces that are versatile enough that they can be 
worn during the day without drawing too much attention. In 
other words high jewellery pieces that are more discreet and 
do not wear the wearer. Kudos to CHANEL, DE BEERS and 
LOUIS VUITTON for aligning most of their new collections to 
that principle: the former with a nice balance between vol-
umes and preciousness, the second with diamond-packed, 
yet seductive pieces and the latter with a contemporary col-
lection of essential creations. 

This July review has three parts, which will be published sep-
arately all through summer. The order of appearance is al-
phabetical and the line-up for PART I is ADLER / ANNA 
HU / BOUCHERON / BUCCELLATI / BULGARI / CHANEL / 
CHAUMET / CHOPARD

The making of the Elephant Brooch by 
CHAUMET in 18K white gold, set with two 
round sapphires, pink opal, pear-shaped 
tanzanites, and round “mint” tourmalines; 
(part of 6 brooches designed by Kenyan 
contemporary artist, Evans Mbugua); 
Espiègleries, Trésors d’Afrique, Les 
Mondes de Chaumet.

www.chaumet.com 



One high jeweller in particular knows how to or-
chestrate delightful symphonies with just a min-
imal amount of notes. It takes talent to master 
the art of composing with a restricted colour 
palette and just a few cuts. This is ADLER’s ex-
pertise and can be seen in most of the parures 
which all exude romance. Take the Kandinsky 
suite whose Burmese rubies are reminiscent of 
delicate drops of blood, which may have been 
shed following an eternal love pact. What about 
the plea from Kiss Me? In the neckpieces, rows of 

pear shaped diamonds on one side, round bril-
liant-cut on the other, gently join in the middle, 
just like a caress, whilst the round brilliant-cut 
diamonds fully embrace the pear shaped cen-
tre stone in the dissimilar earrings. Don’t be mis-
taken: the formula is far from simplistic. To get 
the right ensemble (pattern, colour and quality 
of the gemstones), Adler plans carefully. Their 
jewellery is a precisely calibrated declaration 
of love for another and more importantly for 
oneself.

www.adler.ch Kiss Me Earrings in 18K 
white gold set with one 
2.98-carat ruby, one 
2.03-carat pear-shaped 
diamond, 24 diamonds 
and 24 rubies. POA. 

Kandinsky Necklace in 
18K white gold set with 
one “Pigeon Blood” 
Burmese pear-shaped ruby 
(7.20cts), 13 pear-shaped 
rubies (13.62cts) and 685 
diamonds (96.63cts). POA.

Kiss Me Necklace in 18K 
white gold set with 79 
pear-shaped diamonds 
(34.05cts) and 272 
diamonds (21.12cts). POA.



www.adler.ch

Necklace “L’Automne” in 
18K white gold set with 60 
oval-cut rubies (107.22cts) 
and 280 diamonds 
(58.23cts); Les Quatre 
Saisons. POA. 

Earrings “L’Automne” 
in 18K white gold set 
with 6 oval-cut rubies 
(7.78cts) and 80 diamonds 
(12.36cts); Les Quatre 
Saisons. POA. 

Necklace “Le Printemps” 
in 18K white gold set with 
11 pear-shaped emeralds 
(62.79cts) and 395 
diamonds (61.93cts); Les 
Quatre Saisons. POA. 

Earrings “Le Printemps” 
in 18K white gold set with 
2 pear-shaped emeralds 
(respectively 5.91cts and 
5.65cts), and 98 diamonds 
(13.27cts); Les Quatre 
Saisons. POA. 

The seminal Les Quatres Saisons (The Four Seasons) 
by Antonio Vivaldi, include four violin concertos. 
In similar vein, ADLER has created four mellifluous 
suites where gemstones seem to follow a melody. 
Winter and its glistening crystals of ice are perfectly 
captured with the sheer brilliance of a necklace and 
earrings set that uses tight diamond pavé all around 
pear-shaped larger diamonds. For the autumn set, 
rows of diamonds flow like a precious stream on the 
left to merge with the opposite flux of oval-cut ru-
bies. It looks like effervescent magma meets crys-
talline water. In the spring duo, pear-shaped emer-
alds sprout out of a river of brilliant-cut diamonds. 
A burst of verdant life, a joyful annunciation. It is 
easy to see how each of ADLER’s creations points 
to what triggers happiness.





Although ANNA HU showed some of her cre-
ations in Paris at the Ritz last January, this July 
marked an all-important stepping stone in her 
unstoppable ascent. She has indeed been in-
vited to become part of the Comité de la Haute 
Joaillerie, and “this is also the first time HU in-
dependently appears on the official Couture 
Calendar as the first Asian jeweller.” Most fa-
mous for bridging East and West one phantas-
magorical piece at a time, HU has especially 
launched this year’s 10 new creations in Paris. 
A focus on centre stones is the uniting theme 
for this new set. Alexandrite cat’s eye, star sap-
phire, rubellite, peridot, diamond…each centre 
gemstone has been carefully selected to fit the 
backstory of the rendition as each is a minia-
ture 3D tale. These gems are further enhanced 
as they rest in a flourish of tightly gem-paved 
volutes. The theme of flora and fauna is highly 
stylised as HU avoids literal interpretations in 
favour of flights of lyricism.

www.anna-hu.com

Pétales d’Amour Earrings 
in Star Sapphire in gold 
set with two star sapphires 
(respectively 12.07 and 12.46 
carats), two oval-shaped rose-
cut diamonds (1.86cts), 478 
round brilliant-cut diamonds 
(8.10cts), 397 round brilliant-
cut diamonds (2.26cts). POA.

Pétales d’Amour Ring in Star 
Sapphire in gold set with one 
15.16-carat star sapphire, 3 oval-
shaped rose-cut diamonds (0.51ct), 
10 rose-cut diamonds (0.51ct), 2 
grey diamonds, 6 pink diamonds, 
3 round brilliant-cut diamonds 
(0.60ct), 12 amethysts, 33 blue 
sapphires (2.45cts), 4 purple 
sapphires, one pink sapphire, 
22 sapphires (1.21cts), 3 violet 
sapphires, 6 pink sapphires and 
194 round brilliant-cut diamonds 
(4.44cts). POA.

Delphinium Bracelet in Star Sapphire 
in gold set with one 78.48-carat star 
sapphire, 18 green tsavorites (3.52cts), 
4 coloured sapphires (1.13cts), 7 Paraiba 
tourmalines (1.47cts), 117 coloured sapphire 
briolettes (85.21cts), 40 diamond briolettes 
(18.51cts), two pear-shaped diamonds, two 
marquise-cut diamonds, and 1085 round 
brilliant-cut diamonds (29.12cts). POA.



Delving into old Chinese tales and symbolism is HU’s gift to 
us. Take the Leaping Koi Brooch whose inspiration stems 
from ancient legends, where the Koi fish was said to have “a 
powerful and energetic life force, demonstrated by its abil-
ity to swim against currents and even travel upstream. For 
a hundred years, the bravest of Koi fishes tried to leap over 
the falls until at last one succeeded. To reward this dedi-
cated koi, the god turned the koi into a beautiful dragon”; 
or the origin of the Mandarin Oriental Ducks Brooch which 
comes from “the mandarin birds, known in Chinese as ‘yu-
an yang’. In the world of Feng Shui, these animals are used 
for relationship healing purposes. Mandarin birds are rec-
ognized as strong symbols of a long-lasting relationship”, 
the high jeweller shares.

www.anna-hu.com

Leaping Koi Brooch in Rubellite in gold 
set with one 30.48-carat rubellite, 
17 round brilliant-cut diamonds, 404 
round brilliant-cut diamonds (5.22cts), 
150 sapphires (1.72cts), one topaz, 29 
yellow diamonds, two pear-shaped 
tourmalines. POA.

Papillon du Blanc Ring in gold 
set with one 12.66 marquise-
cut diamond, 28 pear-shaped 
diamonds (3.36cts), 23 pink 
diamonds (2.70cts), and 678 
round brilliant-cut diamonds 
(8.46cts). POA.

Mandarin Oriental Ducks Brooch 
in Peridot in gold set with one 
26.13-carat peridot, two emeralds, 
2 marquise-cut diamonds (1.41cts), 
93 yellow diamonds (2.77cts), 26 
orange sapphires (1.41cts), one 
violet sapphire, 311 tsavorites 
(11.67cts), 19 peridots, 93 round 
brilliant-cut diamonds, and 20 
rubies (1.03cts). POA.



Nature Triomphante, BOUCHERON’s new high jewel-
lery collection of about 80 pieces is an exercise in bo-
tanical alchemy but also a showcase of how the Maison 
expertly echoes its past while projecting itself into the 
future. A tricky balancing act that is superbly achieved 
in this new collection, where three distinct chapters 
clearly demonstrate how BOUCHERON revels in tradi-
tional craftsmanship while exploring the depth of sci-
entific progress. In the Boucheron Alchemist – Eternal 
Flowers, “the ephemeral is transformed into the immor-
tal” through nine unique flower-rings. Carefully select-
ed fresh flowers were scanned one by one, their “pet-
als were stabilised without pigments or chemicals, then 
mounted on the titanium flower with immense care to 
protect their texture, lightness, velvety sheen and fra-
gility.” This technique is a tightly guarded secret of an 
artist-petallist who worked with the House.

www.boucheron.com

Hortensia Rosita Ring and its two 
corollas paired with delicate mini 
bouquets of jonquil diamonds that 
illuminate its iridescent petals; 
Nature Triomphante collection. POA.

Pivoine Avis Varner Ring (side 
and back shown) harmonises 
its petals of pink-orange tones 
with a 4.16-carat Padparadscha 
sapphire. Its titanium pistils 
are studded with black spinels, 
while the underside of its 
leaves are adorned with yellow 
and violet sapphires; Nature 
Triomphante collection. POA.





In the BOUCHERON Naturaliste theme, iconic motifs and designs 
of the house are re-engineered to produce an exciting new lease 
on life. The Lierre Givré neckpiece combines titanium (a first for 
the house) with cacholong (the touch of ice on the edge of the 
leaves) and “an actual branch of ivy which replaced the traditional 
sketching” was scanned and the digital ivy then wrapped around 
a model’s neck to create the crown shape of the future necklace. 
It is entirely micro pavé-set with diamonds and each ivy leaf is 
set en-tremblant so it gently moves. The transformable Cigale des 
Neiges plays on the soft hues of chalcedony beads that are inter-
spersed with diamond-paved rondelles to evoke frost and a ma-
jestic detachable cicada brooch keep the shawl necklace closed. 

www.boucheron.com

Lierre de Paris Ring in 18K white 
gold set with a rock crystal dome 
and mother-of-pearl paved with 
diamonds; Nature Triomphante 
collection. POA.

The Lierre Givré Necklace (shown 
also when untied) in titanium 
and cacholong, offering a faithful 
rendering of the winter thaw. 
The spines feature micro pavé-
set diamonds, while a trembler 
animates each ivy leaf with a light 
movement akin to a soft breeze; 
Nature Triomphante collection. 
POA.



Last but not least, the BOUCHERON Surréaliste 
chapter is a more artistic offering with three 
distinctive and very strong directions. A green, 
black and white extravaganza composes The 
Fleur Graphique Necklace whose detachable 
central flower is a technical feat: curved mar-
quetry of chevrons in white nacre and black 
lacquer that is lined with malachite. The Fleur 
de Nuit tanzanite neckpiece also bears a cen-
tral flower whose “natural volume, achieved 
through scanning, was obtained through an 
exceptional process and features goldstone, 
typically seen on flat watch dials”. The softer 
Nuage de Fleurs Necklace is an ethereal show-
stopper and a magnificent piece of techni-
cal prowess in itself as “each hydrangea petal 
was scanned and placed on the necklace so as 
to form a realistic and airy cloud of flowers.” 
What impresses most is how they could use 
fragile mother-of-pearl to espouse the curves 
and details of the flowers.

www.boucheron.com

Fleur Graphique Cuff 
in 18K white gold 
with onyx, malachite

and diamonds;  
Nature Triomphante 
collection. POA.

Nuage de Fleurs 
Necklace in 18K 
pink gold lined 
with mother-of-
pearl, and set with 
diamonds and one 
42.96-carat cushion-
cut pink tourmaline; 
Nature Triomphante 
collection. POA.

Nuage de Fleurs 
Ring in 18K pink gold 
lined with mother-
of-pearl and set 
with diamonds; 
Nature Triomphante 
collection. POA.



A superb lesson on openwork – typically handcrafted honeycomb patterns filed out of 
gold – is what BUCCELLATI’s new high jewellery collection celebrates. By putting front 
and centre what the house is all about – ‘a savoir-faire dating back to the Renaissance 
goldsmith’s techniques that BUCCELLATI continues to embody in its jewels’ – this col-
lection re-affirmed how expertly artisanal the BUCCELLATI’s pieces are. Of course en-
graving was also to be admired – it was during the 16th century that engraving truly 
acquired an aesthetic function to embellish and enhance objects; and to this day, the 
processes and know-how have not changed, with the workshop team using the same 
tools (the burin in many sizes being the most useful) and facing the same challeng-
es (a technique which would be compromised by changing the angle by just one de-
gree). Engraving methods, and all the other techniques such as the highlighted hon-
eycomb filing, point to one fact: each and every one of BUCCELLATI’s renditions is 
uniquely brought to life by human touch.

www.buccellati.com

Esmeralda Earrings 
composed of a central 
part in honeycomb yellow 
gold, surrounded by a fine 
white gold lace set with 312 
diamonds. Centering the 
drop-shaped pendant parts, 
there are two wonderful 
pear-shaped emeralds 
(6.41cts). POA.

Euforia Bracelet in white gold set 
with 260 emeralds, 240 rubies, 260 
sapphires and 180 diamonds that 
compose a very important floral motif 
and colour the finely engraved yellow 
and white gold surface. POA.

Rosso Fuoco 
Pendant / Brooch 
with one 1.74-carat 
ruby in the centre. 
The ruby rises on 
the honeycomb 
surface in yellow 
gold, out of 
an openwork 
decoration in white 
gold and diamonds. 
The border of 
the pendant 
resumes the inner 
decoration, in white 
gold and diamonds, 
thus bringing the 
number of the 
stones to 146, for a 
total weight of 1.18 
carats. POA.





www.buccellati.com
Almond Earrings with an oval 
design in the pendant part 
and a yellow gold honeycomb 
texture combined with white 
gold decorations, set with 
290 diamonds. The balance of 
shapes and contrasts creates a 
play of full and empty spaces, 
which is typical of every 
Buccellati jewel. POA.

Volta Celeste Bangle where the 
honeycomb part includes raised 
modelled yellow gold stars set with 
384 diamonds (16.81cts). Modelled 
yellow gold sections divide the 
central band from the borders, 
composed of white gold bezels set 
with diamonds. POA.

This year Buccellati presents a beautiful and 
intricate design, made of flowers and birds, 
culminating in an ascending central decoration. 
The honeycomb texture is the background for 
the two phoenixes and the flowers in white 
gold and diamonds. Centering a flame-shaped 
element with a central drop-shaped bezel. In 
total, 928 diamonds for an approximate weight 
of 10 carats. POA.



It is a throwback to the 80’s, an era marked by 
pop art and the birth of pop music. It is Wild Pop 
by BVLGARI, the new high jewellery collection of 
about 100 pieces that was recently unveiled in 
Rome with a star-studded event. In a way BVLGARI 
high jewellery embodies the vitality and frenzy of 
the 80’s, a time when the Roman maison revolu-
tionised the codes of high jewellery with bold, op-
ulent and colourful aesthetics. Three decades or 
so later, the high jeweller reunites with its original 
sense of playfulness with four homages: one to 
Andy Warhol, one to the decade’s music, one to the 
gaming genre and the last to the happy-go-lucky 
lifestyle of the era. The use of colours has never 
left the house’s repertoire but now in this new col-
lection it feels even more relevant. By amping up 
the contrasts between primary tones or stripping 
it back to a strong black and white combo, the de-
signers have captured the 80’s mood all the while 
keeping it current. The pieces never fall into the 
kitsch that could retrospectively describe some of 
the 80’s aspects, and this is primarily thanks to the 
clever sway between abstract and figurative.

www.bulgari.com High Jewellery Bracelet in 18K white gold 
with mother-of-pearl inserts, 32 rubellites 
and pink tourmalines (29.31cts), 12 
amethysts (10.44cts), 12 citrines (9.70cts), 
and pavé diamonds (10.92cts); Pop Flowers, 
Andy Warhol, Wild Pop Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Necklace in 18K pink 
gold with 1 citrine quartz (101.9cts), 1 
milky chalcedony (112.78cts), 1 rubellite 
(115.38cts), 1 blue chalcedony (107.80cts), 
1 amethyst (98.06cts), and pavé 
diamonds (24.97cts); Eggs, Andy Warhol, 
Wild Pop Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Earrings (only sold with 
matching necklace) in 18K pink gold with 
1 oval tourmaline (5.45cts), 1 amethyst 
(4.53cts), 4 round brilliant-cut diamonds and 
pavé-set diamonds (3.42cts); Butterflies, 
Andy Warhol, Wild Pop Collection. POA.



www.bulgari.com

High Jewellery Bracelet in 18K white gold 
with onyx inserts, 2 aquamarines (15.26cts), 
2 amethysts (14.88cts), 2 green tourmalines 
(18.19cts), 3 peridots (28.17cts), 6 rubellites 
(52.04cts), and pavé diamonds (11.05cts); 
Pop Mics, Music, Wild Pop Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Necklace in 18K white 
gold with onyx inserts, 1 Zambia 
emerald (6.33cts), 8 emeralds 
(3.30cts), and pavé-set diamonds 
(9.80cts); Pop Pleats, Roaring 80’s, 
Wild Pop Collection. POA. 

High Jewellery Ring 
in platinum with onyx 
elements and 1 marquise 
brilliant diamond (5.21ct 
G-VS1) and 78 fancy step-
cut diamonds (2.05cts); 
Supreme Diamond Light, 
Roaring 80’s, Wild Pop 
Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Ring 
in 18K white gold with 
onyx elements and 1 
round emerald (1.44cts) 
and pavé-set diamonds 
(2.45cts); Pop Pleats, 
Roaring 80’s, Wild Pop 
Collection. POA. 





www.bulgari.com

High Jewellery Bracelet in 18K pink gold 
with mother-of-pearl, 60 buff-top emeralds 
(5.18cts), 45 buff-top rubies (3.23cts), 15 
diamonds (4.77cts) and pavé diamonds 
(6.84cts); Musical Lightnings, Music, Wild 
Pop Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Necklace in 18K 
pink gold with 11 drop Zambia 
emeralds (65.74cts), buff-top 
amethysts (11.15cts), 128 buff-
top emeralds (5.03cts), buff-top 
turquoises (6.86cts), step-cut 
diamonds (6.77cts), and pavé 
diamonds (9.86cts); Precious 
Ruffles, Roaring 80’s, Wild Pop 
Collection. POA.

High Jewellery Earrings 
in 18K pink gold with 
2 Zambia emeralds 
(8.22cts), 18 buff-top 
amethysts (2.31cts), 
24 buff-top emeralds 
(0.79cts), 12 buff-top 
turquoises, and 8 fancy 
step-cut diamonds 
(1.11cts); Precious Ruffles, 
Roaring 80’s, Wild Pop 
Collection. POA. 

Serpenti Pop Secret Watch 
with quartz movement in 
18K pink and white gold set 
with brilliant-cut diamonds 
(approx. 24.90cts) and 
2 pear-shaped emeralds; 
High End Watches, Wild 
Pop Collection. POA.



It really feels as if the repertoire of symbols and themes to be found 
in Gabrielle Chanel’s life is endless, and somehow CHANEL’s high 
jewellery collections have become a sensational review of them, 
one collection at a time. This means that each year, we learn more 
about one more aspect of the iconic designer’s life, as each high 
jewellery collection explores in depth each chosen theme. This 
July, the house elected Gabrielle Chanel’s love for the decorative 
arts, in particular 17th century coromandel lacquered screens with 
Chinese motifs, which she collected with a passion, and which we 
can still see in her rue Cambon apartments as well as inside some of 
CHANEL’s boutiques. The sheer level of detail and narrative found 
in each screen could have been a minefield for the designers; how-
ever they avoided this trap and cleverly edited down the motifs 
that they could transfer into the pieces. Aptly named Coromandel, 
this elegant collection of about 60 pieces is a very desirable affair, 
and I found most pieces perfectly proportioned and suitable for 
daywear – most notably the earrings, rings and bracelets.

www.chanel.com

Calligraphie Florale Cuff 
in 18K white gold set 
with diamonds, brownish 
diamonds, pink sapphires, 
black spinels and tsavorite 
garnets; Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL Fine 
Jewelry. POA.

Évocation Florale Ring in 18K 
white gold set with green 
tourmalines, one mint tsavorite 
garnet, diamonds and pink 
sapphires; Coromandel collection, 
CHANEL Fine Jewelry. POA.

Evocation Florale 
Necklace in 18K white 
gold set with green 
tourmalines, one 
mint tsavorite garnet, 
diamonds and pink 
sapphires; Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL 
Fine Jewelry. POA.



Presented at the Grand Palais, Paris, the theme 
of the collection was evident from the get go 
with a gigantic coromandel screen standing by 
the main entrance. The room itself was a dark, 
yet enveloping hall, accessible by stepping 
through a curtain of mist: a way to appeal to 
the visitors and titillate our senses. Three equal-
ly strong themes – mineral, animal and vegetal 
– were presented in a labyrinthine-like setting. 
Let’s look at the magnificent Evocation Florale 
necklace, an entirely white diamond paved ren-
dition. Six strands of round brilliant-cut and 

one strand of baguette-cut in the middle, are 
interrupted by openwork floral motifs on dia-
mond-paved plaques on either side, like leaves 
of a folding screen. The same interpretation is 
wonderful on a reversible bracelet, a play on 
night and day. One side is a gem-paved carpet 
of flowers with shades of gold and ochre whilst 
the reverse is a more graphic black and white 
pattern. Icing on the cake, the yellow diamond 
that sits in the middle and on top of the struc-
ture, can be turned so that it faces whichever 
side the bracelet is worn on.

www.chanel.com

Fleur de Diamant Earrings 
in 18K white gold set with 
diamonds; Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL Fine 
Jewelry. POA.

Recto / Verso Bracelet in 18K white 
and yellow gold set with yellow 
diamonds, diamonds, sapphires 
and onyx; Coromandel collection, 
CHANEL Fine Jewelry. POA.

Evocation Florale Necklace 
in 18K white gold set with 
diamonds; Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL Fine 
Jewelry. POA.





Other interesting creations do not fail 
to amaze, such as the Horizon Lointain 
set, whose evocative name fits a stylised 
landscaped of clouds, bridges and trees; 
a tapestry of mother-of-pearl and dia-
monds on gold. Or the Evocation Florale 
parure, whose sautoir – made of four rows 
of forest green tourmaline beads – also 
bears a screen-like detail. A seven-part 
pattern of pink flowers and green foliage 
on a bed of white diamonds is presided 
over by an unusually large emerald-cut 
tsavorite garnet, whose minty tone cap-
tures the light. For its part, the Fleur de 
Laque group has the strongest Chinese 
connotation of all the themes, in which 
they have used a recurring component of 
all CHANEL’s high jewellery collections, 
pearls. Suspended in the centre by the 
flawlessly graded strand of pearls, five 
tokens (each with a different shape) have 
black lacquer for the background, moth-
er-of-pearl for the peonies and gold for 
the bamboo. An uber chic composition, 
a very CHANEL proposition. What about 
the Précieux Envol aviary in white and 
yellow diamonds? There mystical birds 
strike convoluted poses with great pa-
nache. The Coromandel collection is a 
lesson on how to use an inspiration only 
to surpass it.

www.chanel.com

Horizon Lointain Bracelet 
in 18K yellow gold and 
platinum set with diamonds 
and mother-of-pearl; 
Coromandel collection, 
CHANEL Fine Jewelry. POA.

Précieux Envol 
Earrings in 18K white 
and yellow gold 
set with yellow and 
white diamonds; 
Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL 
Fine Jewelry. POA.

Fleur de Laque Ring in 
18K white and yellow gold 
set with cultured pearls, 
diamonds, black lacquer 
and mother-of-pearl; 
Coromandel collection, 
CHANEL Fine Jewelry. POA.

Fleur de Laque 
Ring in 18K white 
and yellow gold 
set with cultured 
pearls, diamonds, 
black lacquer 
and mother-of-
pearl; Coromandel 
collection, CHANEL 
Fine Jewelry. POA.



The final chapter of Les Mondes de Chaumet, 
a journey into three geographical and cultur-
al locations that started earlier this year with 
Promenades Impériales – a tribute to the 
“beauty of a Siberian winter” – followed by a 
Japanese reverie, Chant de Printemps, unveiled 
in Tokyo this June, has surprised many. Trésors 
d’Afrique (Treasures of Africa) has indeed left 
some of my colleagues scratching their head 
as they wondered what could possibly be the 
link between the Maison and the African con-
tinent. For my part, I do not see why the con-
cept for a collection should systematically be 
linked to a house’s history. Part of creativity is 

indeed to explore new horizons and interpret 
them with one’s own language. In this respect, 
I was simply blown away by CHAUMET’s new 
collection, which inserts the house’s iconic mo-
tifs and techniques (knots and fil couteau) into 
a foreign world. The four chapters equally cel-
ebrated the fiery spirit of modern Africa, and 
for that purpose CHAUMET collaborated with 
Kenyan contemporary artist Evans Mbugua to 
design six animal brooches, the Espiègleries 
theme.  In the Terres d’Or theme, dazzling jewels 
interpreted the graphic style of African Kente 
fabrics and Kasai velvets with precious shades 
of crimson and gold. 

www.chaumet.com

Earrings in 18K white 
and yellow gold set 
with 56 ruby beads 
(approx. 57cts), round 
yellow sapphires, 
lacquer and brilliant-
cut diamonds; 
Terres d’Or, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes 
de Chaumet. POA.

Brooch in 18K white and yellow 
gold. Set with Grand Feu 
enamel, wood, rock crystal, 
onyx and brilliant-cut diamonds; 
Espiègleries, Trésors d’Afrique, 
Les Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

Bracelet in 18K white and yellow gold 
set with two oval-cut yellow sapphires 
from Ceylon (respectively 10.42 and 
9.58 carats), round yellow sapphires, 
lacquer and brilliant-cut diamonds; 
Espiègleries, Trésors d’Afrique, Les 
Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

Ring in 18K white and 
yellow gold set with one 
12.36-carat oval-cut yellow 
sapphire from Ceylon, 
round yellow sapphires, 
lacquer and brilliant-cut 
diamonds; Terres d’Or, 
Trésors d’Afrique, Les 
Mondes de Chaumet. POA.





One of my favourite themes is Ronde de 
Pierres, a fantastic re-interpretation of ac-
cessories from the Maasai and Dinka people 
of Sudan. The neckpiece is an artwork in it-
self with rows of precious beads framed on 
each side by strands of black spinels set on 
rigid gold to hold the overall structure. All 

the pieces are absolutely beautiful, an utter-
ly perfect tribute to cultural folklore without 
the pitfalls of a literal approach. Rows of per-
fectly calibrated beads of red spinels, manda-
rin garnets, emeralds and sapphires contrast 
with black and white motifs. It is festive, dec-
orative and stylish all rolled into one.

Earrings in 18K white gold set with cushion-
cut sapphires (respectively 2.82 and 2.61 
carats), beads of mandarin garnet, beads 
of sapphire, beads of red spinel, beads of 
emerald, round black spinels, and brilliant-
cut diamonds; Ronde de Pierres, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

Ring in 18K white gold set with one 3.42-carat cushion-
cut sapphire from Ceylon, beads of mandarin garnet, 
beads of sapphire, beads of red spinel, beads of emerald, 
round black spinels, and brilliant-cut diamonds; Ronde de 
Pierres, Trésors d’Afrique, Les Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

Bracelet in 18K white gold set with cushion-
cut sapphires from Ceylon (respectively 2.01 

and 1.71 carats), beads of mandarin garnet, 
beads of sapphire, beads of red spinel, beads 
of emerald, round black spinels, and brilliant-

cut diamonds; Ronde de Pierres, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

www.chaumet.com

Transformable Brooch in 18K 
yellow gold set with lapis lazuli, 
round sapphires and round red 

spinels; Espiègleries, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes de 

Chaumet. POA.





Cascades Royales is another stunning tribute, this time to tra-
ditional Rwandan headpieces. The neckpiece and long earrings 
both evoke precious combs where pointy slices of onyx ele-
gantly suggest porcupine quills, whilst marquise-cut diamonds 
are set in fil couteau white gold (the teeth of the comb). An em-
erald punctuates the ensemble. As for Talismania, as the name 
indicates, protective ebony wood is at the core of bold bangles 
and rings. Sugarloaf gemstones of various genres seem to be 
held in place by ropes (superb gold work).

Bangle in 18K yellow gold set 
with one 9-carat sugarloaf 
malachite and ebony; 
Talismania, Trésors d’Afrique, 
Les Mondes de Chaumet. POA.

Ring in 18K yellow gold 
set with malachite and 
onyx; Talismania, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes 
de Chaumet. POA.

Earrings in 18K white and 
yellow gold set with two vivid 

green cushion-cut emeralds 
from Colombia (respectively 

1.98 and 1.86 carats), onyx, 
and marquise-cut diamonds; 

Cascades Royales, Trésors 
d’Afrique, Les Mondes de 

Chaumet. POA.

Necklace in 18K white and yellow 
gold set with one 7.15-carat 

emerald-cut emerald from 
Colombia Muzo, 9 marquise-cut 

diamonds, onyx and brilliant-cut 
diamonds; Cascades Royales, 

Trésors d’Afrique, Les Mondes 
de Chaumet. POA.

www.chaumet.com



Duality is at the heart of CHOPARD’s new Red 
Carpet Collection, from which a few designs were 
initially shown at this year’s Cannes Film Festival. 
Indeed two very different approaches co-exist. 
On one hand, highly theatrical (slightly experi-
mental) creations; on the other, simpler (more 
conventional) renditions. That said, they are all 
oozing glamour, a trademark of CHOPARD. In a 
way, this duality could be two sides of the same 
woman. At times, dramatic, playful and wanting 
to surprise; at other times, wishing to make a sim-
ple elegant statement. Well, with this head-turn-
ing Red Carpet Collection, every woman can now 
have a choice to impress, to astonish or both. 

She could start with the striking rivière of round 
brilliant-cut diamonds and cushion-cut emer-
alds that is crowned by an impressive triumvirate 
made of a large emerald above a large round di-
amond, itself above a massive pear shaped dia-
mond drop. Simple in its two-tone palette, heavy 
weight in terms of carats and quality of the stones. 
Then the same woman could decide to spice up 
her look by opting for the oriental-style bracelet 
and chandelier earrings (highly intricate tapes-
try of sapphires, emeralds and diamonds like the 
mural ornamentation of a summer palace) from 
the same collection as the more classical neck-
piece described earlier.

www.chopard.com

Important Necklace in 
platinum set with 17 
exceptional no oil cushion-
cut emeralds (52cts), round-
shaped diamonds (29.6cts), 
one 20.5-carat D-flawless 
pear-shaped diamond 
as central drop and two 
D-flawless round-shaped 
diamonds (8.3cts); Red 
Carpet Collection. POA.

Earrings in 18K white 
gold and titanium set 

with sapphires (round-, 
cabochon- and pear-

shaped), emeralds 
(round-cut and buffed 

top pear-shaped), 
and diamonds (round 

brilliant-cut and pear–
shaped); Red Carpet 

Collection. POA.

Cuff in 18K white gold and titanium set 
with sapphires (round-, cabochon- and 
pear-shaped), emeralds (round-cut and 
buffed top), and diamonds (marquise-
cut, round brilliant-cut and pear-
shaped); Red Carpet Collection. POA.



The oriental aesthetics fit for any inner 
Scheherazade also applies to a magnificent se-
cret watch in shades of midnight blue, green 
and purple. The central black opal is a treat in 
itself. It has a celestial depth with hints of bright 
turquoise, which are echoed by real turquoise 
stones being used for the surround of the dial 
and more. The amethyst beads that form the 
bracelet paint this timepiece as a couture or-
nament. In the same vein come elaborate pen-
dant earrings whose layers of sapphires and 

diamonds act like precious ruffles. Swirls, ara-
besques and folds compose this design, part 
stylised cloud, part lavish braid. Lastly, I have 
selected a choker neckpiece that deploys its 
fringes like wings. Each pear-shaped diamond 
and briolette tassel – arranged according to a 
gentle colour gradation – is a mobile feather 
that will animate the neckline of the wearer. 
Minimal metal has been used to set the gems so 
as guarantee lightness and the best brilliance 
of the stones.

www.chopard.com

Secret Watch in 18K 
white gold and titanium 
set with one 72-carat 
black opal, carved 
jadeite, turquoises, 
onyx, pear-shaped and 
brilliant-cut diamonds, 
brilliant-cut emeralds, 
brilliant-cut tanzanites. 
Dial set with pink 
mother-of-pearl and 
chalcedony. Bracelet 
composed of 235 carats 
of tanzanite beads; Red 
Carpet Collection. POA.

Earrings in 18K white 
gold and titanium set 

with tanzanite cabochons 
(40cts), sapphires (round-, 

pear-shaped (6.8cts) and 
brilliant-cut diamonds 

(6.8cts) and brilliant-cut 
sapphires (5.1cts); Red 

Carpet Collection. POA.

Important Fringe Necklace in 
18K white gold set with pear-

shaped diamonds (38cts), 
briolette-cut diamonds, 

and briolette-cut coloured 
diamonds; Red Carpet 

Collection. POA.



Detail of the Dentelle Tulle 
Necklace by DIOR High Jewellery, 
in 18K white gold set with 
one cushion-cut sapphire and 
diamonds, which shows the level 
of intricacy that was required to 
replicate delicate lace; 
Dior Dior Dior collection.

www.dior.com
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This July report has three parts, which will be pub-
lished separately all through summer. PART I was 
first published early August. Now in PART II the 
line-up includes: DE BEERS, DE GRISOGONO, 
DIOR, LOUIS VUITTON, LYDIA COURTEILLE, 
MARINA B., MELLERIO, MESSIKA.

The haute joaillerie peak season is upon us and 
it has culminated in a full week of high jewel-
lery presentations in Paris during Couture. The 
2018 vintage did not disappoint with some 

impressive efforts from a few houses. After 
all, nothing beats being amazed and captivat-
ed by a collection even after so much to be 
seen all year long. This year some high jewel-
lers surpassed expectations with their inven-
tiveness (CARTIER, VAN CLEEF & ARPELS, 
BOUCHERON), and one especially took every-
one by surprise (CHAUMET). In terms of trends 
or more correctly similarities that I could iden-
tify after 27 or so viewings, in no particular or-
der, I would name a profusion of eye clean tsa-
vorite garnets in large carat weights, as well 
as spinels in many shades. The presence of 
kite-shaped diamonds (until now rarely seen) 
and a frequent demonstration of fine pearl or 
bead stringing in important creations were ex-
citing sights. Of course superlative gold work 
(openwork, chiselled, carved) was a given 
(BUCCELLATI, CHAUMET). When it comes to 
wearability and proportions, there seems to 
be a realisation that women who wear high 
jewellery increasingly desire pieces that are 
versatile enough that they can be worn during 
the day without drawing too much atten-
tion. In other words high jewellery pieces that 
are more discreet and do not wear the wear-
er. Kudos to CHANEL, DE BEERS and LOUIS 
VUITTON for aligning most of their new collec-
tions to that principle: the former with a nice 
balance between volumes and preciousness, 
the second with diamond-packed, yet seduc-
tive pieces and the latter with a contempo-
rary collection of essential creations. 

Preparation work for the Vulcan Necklace by DE BEERS, 
from the gouache to the careful planning of where to 
position each unique rough diamonds from the detachable 
row as well as where to place each white diamond from the 
central frame; Diamond Legends by De Beers. POA.

www.debeers.com



You can count on DE BEERS to nurture 
the status of real diamonds as most de-
sirable over all other precious gemstones. 
Collection after collection, they indeed ce-
ment the mystical aura of diamonds all the 
while re-asserting their own leading posi-
tion in the market. Diamond Legends by 
De Beers goes a step further by rightful-
ly associating diamonds with deities, and 
exploring how “the legends that now sur-
round diamonds reveal how, for thousands 
of years, diamonds have been viewed as pre-
cious treasures – both natural and supernat-
ural at once”, DE BEERS says. It is this fine 
line between fantasy and reality that can 
be found in the four themes of this new col-
lection. First is Cupid – more precisely the 
Cupid and Psyche love story – that is rep-
resented by stylised wings and a play on 
toi & moi via the contrast between two ra-
re diamonds: a fancy orange brown pear-
shaped and a fancy light grey green pear-
shaped diamond drop that almost face 
each other on the necklace. The chosen di-
amond cuts express the duality of Cupid 
and Psyche, with the geometry of prin-
cess-cut diamonds paired with the organ-
ic shape of marquise-cut diamonds. Then 
in Ra, the sun god in ancient Egypt, the set 
draws inspiration from the Egyptian sun hi-
eroglyph and the ankh motif, both recreat-
ed in an array of pear-shaped yellow dia-
monds and yellow diamond pavé forms. 

www.debeers.com Cupid Necklace in 18K white 
gold set with princess- and 
marquise-cut diamonds 
that lead to a pair of pear-
shaped fancy orange 
brown VS1 and fancy light 
grey green SI1 diamond 
drops, each weighing 3.04 
carats and 2.29 carats 
respectively; Diamond 
Legends by De Beers. POA.

Cupid Ear Cuffs in 18K 
white gold set with 
princess- and marquise-
cut diamonds with 
pear-shaped drops. 
Left pear is a G VVS2 
1.80-carat diamond and 
the right pear is a G 
VVS1 1.77-carat diamond; 
Diamond Legends by De 
Beers. POA.

Ra Ring in 18K yellow 
and white gold set with 
a pear-shaped diamonds 
with a 1.50-carat fancy 
intense yellow SI2 
round brilliant diamond; 
Diamond Legends by De 
Beers. POA.

Ra Necklace in 18K yellow and 
white gold set with fancy yellow 
diamonds and diamond pavé 
motifs radiating from a 3-carat 
fancy intense yellow VS1 round 
brilliant-cut diamond, set on a 
sautoir chain; Diamond Legends 
by De Beers. POA.



In ancient Greece and Rome diamonds were 
believed to be tears from the gods, fallen 
from the sky. The journey of these tears is 
also known as Celestia, the third chapter of 
Diamond Legends by De Beers. Central to the 
concept are bezel-set round brilliants. All the 
pieces of this suite are very fluid and flexi-
ble. While Celestia is a graceful proposition, 
the fourth chapter, Vulcan, conjures power-
ful natural forces. “Legend says the Olympian 
god Vulcan, known as the blacksmith of the 
gods, was working away at the heart of a 
sleeping volcano in Southern Africa when a 

spark was struck from his tools. Diamonds 
embedded in kimberlite rock were thrown 
from the depths of the volcano and a pow-
erful spectacle of flowing lava ensued”, DE 
BEERS shares. The Vulcan set evokes mol-
ten lava flowing from a crater with polished 
round diamonds, cascade beside fancy co-
lour diamonds, pear-shaped diamond drops 
and rough diamonds, with textures that hint 
at the surface of volcanic rocks. Most im-
pressively, each rough diamond is paired 
and matched to form a deceptive symmetry 
in the necklace and earrings.

www.debeers.com

Celestia Necklace 
in 18K white gold 
set with bezel-
set round brilliant-
cut diamonds that 
turn to pear-shaped 
diamonds with a 
detachable tassel; 
Diamond Legends 
by De Beers. POA.

Celestia Ring in 18K white gold set 
with bezel-set round and pear-
shaped diamonds with a 1-carat 
round brilliant-cut diamond 
solitaire; Diamond Legends by De 
Beers. POA.

Vulcan Bracelet in 18K white gold set with a 
line of polished round brilliant-cut diamonds 
that is complemented with cascading rough 
diamond drops in a variety of natural hues; 
Diamond Legends by De Beers. POA.

Vulcan Necklace in 18K white gold 
with detachable rough diamond 
rows that surround a polished 
diamond line necklace with five 
pear-shaped drops; Diamond 
Legends by De Beers. POA.





To mark the occasion of its 25th an-
niversary, DE GRISOGONO has creat-
ed 25 high jewellery creations, pieces 
that encapsulate the house’s flamboy-
ance and radical sensuality. With only 
noble precious stones – diamonds, ru-
bies, sapphires and emeralds – the 25 
creations offer an overview of what DE 
GRISOGONO is most known for: colour 
block contrasts, daring volumes that 
require gravity-defying settings, and 
curves that instil a sense of movement. 
The full paving (on all sides) is another 
signature, one that expresses generosity 
and the desire to live to the fullest. In the 
‘Playing With Cuts and Colours’ theme, 
that idea is compounded by the juxta-
position of various cuts, each with a dis-
tinct area to cover. For the ‘Embracing 
Entwining Jewellery’ group, interlaced 
spirals and strands form endless loops, 
symbol of infinity. 

www.degrisogono.com

High Jewellery Ring, one-of-
a-kind creation in 18K white 
gold set with one cushion-
cut blue sapphire (approx. 
7.25cts), 16 marquise-cut 
white diamonds (approx. 
6.50cts) and 407 emeralds 
(approx. 13.76cts); Shades 
of the Mediterranean, 25 
Years of Daring Creativity 
collection. POA.

High Jewellery Ring, one-of-a-kind 
creation in 18K white gold set with one 
emerald-cut white diamond (approx. 
8.40cts), 17 navette-cut white diamonds 
(approx. 5.49cts), 22 navette-cut emeralds 
(approx. 8.27cts), 120 white diamonds and 
219 emeralds (approx. 2.19cts); Playing 
with Cuts and Colours, 25 Years of Daring 
Creativity collection. POA.

High Jewellery Bracelet, one-of-a-kind 
creation in 18K white gold set with one 
pear-shaped white diamond (approx. 
4.06cts), 1 pear-cut emerald (approx. 
4.96cts), 69 emeralds and 1312 white 
diamonds (approx. 37.50cts); Embracing 
Entwining Jewellery, 25 Years of Daring 
Creativity collection. POA.

High Jewellery Necklace, one-of-a-kind creation in 18K white 
gold set with one pear-shaped blue sapphire, 7 cushion-cut blue 
sapphires (approx. 37.14cts), 170 blue sapphires (approx. 7.36cts), 
477 icy diamonds (approx. 56.81cts) and 1104 white diamonds 
(approx. 28.7cts); Geometrically Daring, Subtly United, 25 Years 
of Daring Creativity collection. POA.



The sense of movement that can be found 
in most pieces is distinctive and memora-
ble. It is all about capturing the soothing 
backwash or the gentle sea breeze that 
is so specific to the Mediterranean. Not 
only the colours, but also the structures 
evoke sunsets, bougainvillea, horizons, 
gardens and patios…all the things that 
make for coastal dolce vita. If there was 
one piece that could be a representation 
of all the above it would be the fantas-
tic ‘Mesmerising Undulations’ neckpiece. 
Rows of varying ruby-paved ribbons are 
punctuated by six round brilliant-cut 
white diamonds, beacon of lights in a sea 
of red. Could it be in homage to terraced 
gardens in full bloom or a painter’s vi-
sion of the vast sea that is drenched with 
warm light at sunset?

High Jewellery Ring, one-
of-a-kind creation in 
18K pink gold set with 
one emerald-cut white 
diamond, baguette-cut 
white diamonds and rubies; 
Freedom of Movement, 25 
Years of Daring Creativity 
collection. POA.

High Jewellery Earrings, 
one-of-a-kind creation 
in 18K pink gold set 
with 2 white emerald-
cut diamonds (approx. 
5.17cts and 5.11cts), 50 
white diamonds, 104 
pink sapphires (approx. 
2.40cts) and 316 rubellite 
drops (approx. 64.41cts); 
Freedom of Movement, 25 
Years of Daring Creativity 
collection. POA.

High Jewellery Necklace, one-of-a-kind 
creation in 18K pink gold set with 6 round-
cut white diamonds (approx. 14.82cts), 4 
white diamonds and 2,415 rubies (approx. 
247.86cts); Mesmerising Undulations, 25 
Years of Daring Creativity collection. POA.

www.degrisogono.com



No better way to celebrate 20 years of DIOR 
Joaillerie – a.k.a. 20 years of high jewel-
lery under the creative helm of Victoire de 
Castellane – than first by naming the collec-
tion, Dior Dior Dior (like the enamoured plea 
of a lover), then by going back to the roots 
of the house: couture. In this collection, the 
jewels evoke what is often the highlight of a 
gown, the precious embroidered laces. Much 
has to be credited to the atelier, which has 
achieved a sensational feat of openwork, 
where the metal is finely wrought into the 
golden threads composing the lace-like pat-
terns. In addition, the gemstones are set in 
such a way that they appear to be stitched 
on top of the ground texture. In the end, 
each piece has the elegant delicacy of cou-
ture finery. 

www.dior.com

Dentelle Organza Earrings 
in 18K white and yellow 
gold, set with diamonds and 
cultured pearls; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.

Dentelle Guipure Ring in 18K 
yellow and pink gold, set with 
diamonds and one yellow 
diamond; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.

Dentelle Tulle Ring in 
18K yellow gold, set with 
emeralds, yellow sapphires, 
Paraiba-type tourmalines, 
purple and pink sapphires, 
tsavorites and spessartite 
garnets; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.

Dentelle Guipure 
Bracelet in 18K yellow 
and pink gold, set with 
diamonds and one 
pear-shaped yellow 
diamond; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.





And when you think of jewellery as a second skin, this is surely 
it. De Castellane literally cut pieces of lace and placed them 
on her hands so as to capture the exact behaviour of the tex-
tile and translate it into her renditions. All types of laces are 
referenced, from tulle to guipure lace, and each time with the 
utmost lifelike effect. Since lace lends itself so naturally to 
free flowing patterns, it’s unsurprising that de Castellane has 
favoured asymmetrical earrings. Taking the tribute to pre-
cious mesh even further, she designed all the necklaces as 
choker neckpieces, a nod to the time when women’s ensem-
bles would include lace collars or when ras-du-cou neckpiec-
es were symbols of overt sensuality. This is indeed a collec-
tion that blurs the line between garment and accessory as 
seen in the bijoux de main rings. 

www.dior.com

Dentelle Satin Earrings in 18K yellow gold, 
set with diamonds, sapphires, rubies, 
emeralds, tsavorite garnets, pink, orange, 
yellow and purple sapphires and Paraiba-type 
tourmalines; Dior Dior Dior collection. POA.

Dentelle Tulle Necklace in 
18K yellow gold, set with 
diamonds, emeralds, pink 
sapphires, spessartite and 
tsavorite garnets, Paraiba-
type tourmalines, yellow and 
purple sapphires; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.

Dentelle Satin Ring in 
18K yellow gold, set with 
diamonds, emeralds, yellow 
sapphire, sapphire, ruby, 
purple and pink sapphires, 
and Paraiba-type tourmaline; 
Dior Dior Dior collection. 
POA.



www.dior.com

Dentelle Satin Earrings in 
18K white gold, set with 
diamonds and sapphires; 
Dior Dior Dior collection. 
POA.

Dentelle Velours Double 
Ring in 18K white gold, 
set with diamonds, 
emerald and blue 
spinels; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.

Dentelle Velours Necklace 
in 18K white gold, set with 
diamonds, one emerald and 
blue spinels; Dior Dior Dior 
collection. POA.



It makes sense that behemoth LOUIS VUITTON 
should come up with a superb collection that in-
troduces its own heraldic vocabulary. Conquêtes 
– Regalia harks back to the time when royal-
ties would order parures that would feature 
their insignias, parures whose elaborate de-
sign would evoke status and power. Faithful to 
the aesthetics of the previous chapter from the 
Conquêtes high jewellery collection, Regalia is 
this time going further when it comes to the 
house’s two iconic motifs, the flower and the V. 
By not simply combining them (as in previous 
collections), but by melding them into a new, 
more amorphous graphic design, a quatrefoil, 
the pieces appear majestic, if not aristocratic. 
What has not changed is the play on contrast 
between structures in white diamonds and rare 
colour gems in the centre. Collection after col-
lection, Louis Vuitton high jewellery has indeed 
asserted a predilection for unusual hues, here-
by paving the way for highly sophisticated co-
lour palettes.

www.louisvuitton.com

From top to bottom: Bracelet with 
one 7.77-carat tsavorite garnet 

and diamonds; Earrings with 
respectively one 3.57-carat and one 

3.40-carat tsavorite garnets and 
diamonds; Ring with one 4.51-carat 

tsavorite garnet and diamonds; 
Necklace with one 19.97-carat 

tsavorite garnet and diamonds; 
all in 18K white gold; Conquêtes 

Regalia collection. All POA.





www.louisvuitton.com

The Regalia bounty includes an excep-
tional 34.74-carat Paraiba tourmaline, a 
luscious raspberry-coloured spinel with 
an incredible shine, a rare 19.97-carat 
tsavorite with its mint green shades, a 
lavender blue sapphire with a wonder-
ful smoothness, and optical clear yel-
low sapphires that complement gradi-
ent South Sea pearls. As mentioned in 
my introduction, what struck me most 
are the perfect proportions. This is high 
jewellery that is meant to be worn, and 
most of the earrings, rings and brace-
lets are daywear proof. It is difficult to 
place the seven parures and sixty pieces 
on a timeline; their deceptive old world 
reference is compounded by a very 
modern elegance; the very essence of 
timelessness. 

From left to right: Pendant 
Earrings with pearls and 

diamonds; Necklace with 
one 13.57-carat yellow 

sapphire, pearls and 
diamonds; Bracelet with one 

12.14-carat yellow sapphire 
and diamonds; Ring with one 

7.48-carat yellow sapphire; all 
in 18K white gold; Conquêtes 

Regalia collection. All POA.



www.louisvuitton.com

Necklace with one 
4.15-carat ruby 
and diamonds; 

Conquêtes Regalia 
collection. All POA.

Ring with one 
6.04-carat spinel 
and diamonds; 
Conquêtes Regalia 
collection. All POA.

Bracelet with one 
2.10-carat ruby 
and diamonds; 
Conquêtes Regalia 
collection. All POA.





In her Homage to Surrealism collection, LYDIA 
COURTEILLE featured a skeleton hatching out of 
a shell, directly inspired by Jerome Bosch’s ‘Jardin 
des Délices’ and Dali’s ‘Gala Born from an Egg’. 
Fast forward to 2018, and Courteille has revisited 
the egg motif but with a more playful and ador-
able line-up of animal characters, a way to shake 
things up and add her whimsical touch to the mil-
lion dollar question, ‘chicken or egg?’ In this latest 
Pro-Creation collection, six charming companions 
(rings) have their own way of breaking loose from 
the egg shell: the bunny plays peekaboo while 

the baby crocodile cannot wait to explore out-
side territories; different personalities that have 
been wonderfully captured in the gold work. These 
head-turning, grin-inducing, cocktail rings are all 
one of a kind. The same can be said of the four ac-
companying pairs of earrings that have a pop art 
look: literally (we can almost hear the shells crack-
ing open, Pop!) and artistically (vibrant colours 
against the enamelled cream shells, Wow! Bam! 
Boom!). Let’s welcome with open arms, ears and 
fingers, these benevolent and charismatic crea-
tures into our world.

www.lydiacourteille.com

Frog Ring in 18K 
gold and enamel 
set with diamonds, 
sapphires (4.66cts), 
tsavorites, and 
onyx; Pro-Creation 
collection. POA.

Turtle Ring in 18K 
gold and enamel set 
with brown diamonds 
(1.67cts), yellow 
sapphires (4.02cts), and 
tsavorites; Pro-Creation 
collection. POA.

Frog Earrings 
in 18K gold and 
enamel set with 
sapphires (9.33cts), 
fancy sapphires 
(1.58cts), tsavorites, 
and brown 
diamonds; Pro-
Creation collection. 
POA.

Turtle Earrings 
in 18K gold 
and enamel set 
with tsavorites, 
fancy sapphires 
(2.11cts), and 
brown diamonds 
(2.09cts); 
Pro-Creation 
collection. POA.



www.lydiacourteille.com

En-tremblant Bunny Ring 
(shown closed and open) 
in 18K gold and enamel set 
with diamonds (5cts), rubies, 
tsavorites, and 39 sapphires 
(6.26cts); Pro-Creation 
collection. POA.

Crocodile Earrings in 
18K gold and enamel set 
with tsavorites, fancy 
sapphires (7.6cts), and 
brown diamonds; Pro-
Creation collection. POA.

Crocodile Ring in 18K 
gold and enamel, yellow 
sapphires (2.8cts), and 
tsavorites; Pro-Creation 
collection. POA.





No wonder Marina B.’s designs exude a tran-
quil power. The founder, Marina Bulgari grand-
daughter of Sotirio Bulgari – the Greek jeweller 
who founded the luxury powerhouse bearing his 
name – had in her to build an independent life 
away from her family and define her own path 
against all odds. The cornerstone of her self-re-
liant plans happened in 1978 when she launched 
Marina B., a fine and high jewellery line that em-
bodied her free spirit and turned out to be a 
vessel for some groundbreaking ideas. Jeweller 
to the elite, her creations immediately made a 
strong impression, as she set out to define an 
identifiable language in her jewels: the Marina 
B. cut (a chestnut-like motif), the use of black 
gold (fierce and elegant), the adoption of kinet-
ics (transformability, springs) and a signature 
preference for unthreaded beads so as to main-
tain their integrity.

www.marinab.com

Sabina Cuff in 18K 
yellow gold and black 
gold set with one 
3.62-carat Colombian 
emerald, 2.70 carats 
of onyx, 1.07 carats 
of diamonds and 1.94 
carats of buffed-top 
emeralds. POA.

Emilia Necklace in 18K 
yellow and black gold set 
with one 10.08-carat pink 
sapphire cabochon, 148.65 
carats of ruby beads, 23.44 
carats of amethysts and 
66.96 of black spinels. POA.

Cassia Ring in 18K 
yellow and black gold 
set with one 2.12-carat 
faceted emerald and 
4.80 carats of onyx. 
POA.



In 2017, high jewellery entrepreneur Guy 
Bedarida took over the reins (as chairman 
and creative director) – with Marina Bulgari’s 
approval – and with her same gusto, set out 
to resurrect the brand. His vision is twofold: 
first, respectfully revisiting drawings from 
a huge archive of originals and second, re-
vamping iconic designs to appeal to a mod-
ern audience; it is a matter of attracting the 

millennials whilst not alienating the collec-
tors that are loyal to the founder’s aesthet-
ics. From couture (generous volumes, and 
sophisticated colours) to cool luxury (small-
er proportions, versatile and chic), the whole 
spectrum of Bedarida’s vision was on show 
in Paris. The joyous array of quintessential-
ly Italian jewels was proof that the infectious 
spirit of Marina B. is very much alive.

www.marinab.com Trisolina Bangle (2 
rows) in 18K yellow 
gold set with pavé 
diamonds. POA.

Opal Pampilles 
Earrings in 18K 
yellow gold set with 
18 carats of opals 
and 4.17 carats of 
diamonds. POA.

Trisolina Bangle 
(10 rows) in 18K 
yellow gold with 
pavé diamonds. 
POA.





www.marinab.com

Veranius Brooch (left) in 18K 
white gold set with 29.24 carats 
of buffed-top blue topaz, 2.71 
carats of round diamonds and 
1ct of round blue topaz; Vibius 
brooch (right) in 18K white 
gold set with 23.32 carats of 
tanzanites and 3.21 carats of 
diamonds. POA.

Fortunato Cuff in 18K white 
gold set with 124.16 carats 
of blue topaz, 2 carats of 
black diamonds, 2.87 carats 
of black sapphires and 4.58 
carats of onyx. POA.

Ezia Ring in 18K yellow gold 
set with one 3.68-carat 
faceted silver spinel, 2.97 
carats of grey spinels and 
8.43 carats of black star 
sapphires. POA.



The divine islands that dot Lake Maggiore in Italy 
(Isola Madre, Isola Bella and Isola Pescatori) in-
spired Laure-Isabelle Mellerio, the creative director 
of Mellerio, for last year’s collection, Isola Madre, 
and now for this year’s Italian reverie – Isola Bella. 
Three islands, three chapters. These Borromean is-
lands, which belong to the Borromeo banking fam-
ily, are located just a few kilometres away from the 
small town of Craveggia, birthplace of the Mellerio 
clan, and still their favourite summer destination to 
this day. Isola Bella is thus the second series to be 
created, and it contains eight pieces through three 
themes that all celebrate the natural and man-made 
opulence of this enchanting island. ‘Arabesca’ was 
inspired by the geometric patterns of the intricate 
box trees from the South garden. Delicate mille-
grain settings have been used to come close to the 
refined design of the leaves. 

www.mellerio.fr

Arabesca Ring in 18K grey 
gold set with one 0.85-carat 
African certified emerald, 216 
diamonds (1.51cts), and four 
pear-shaped diamonds; Isola 
Bella collection. POA.

Arabesca Necklace in 
18K grey gold set with 
one 0.89-carat African 
certified emerald, 263 
diamonds (3.16cts), 
and two pear-shaped 
diamonds, satin ribbon; 
Isola Bella collection. 
POA.

Arabesca Earrings 
in 18K grey gold set 
with two African 
certified emeralds 
(1.05cts), 584 
diamonds (2.56cts), 
and four pear-shaped 
diamonds; Isola Bella 
collection. POA.





‘Madreperla’ evokes the terraced gardens (in 
the way the diamonds, sapphires and mother-
of-pearl are layered) in a baroque motif that is 
featured quite a lot inside the palace. Mother-
of-pearl and fine pearls were chosen to remind 
us of the many shells that ornament the grot-
tos and arches. Just as ‘Madreperla’ plays on 
soft cerulean hues, ‘Millefiora’ embraces sum-
mer time and shimmering colours. Cascading 
spessartite garnets, pink sapphires and green 

tsavorites evoke the large obelisks that crown 
the belvedere, an architectural detail that has 
fascinated Laure-Isabelle Mellerio. Only the 
ring has a dome shape in order to best display 
its luscious shades on the hand. Romanticism 
and refinement pervades this second collec-
tion, as it should do. ‘Isola Bella’ is a short-
ened version of ‘Isola Isabella’, the first name 
of Charles III’s wife; he who named the island 
after his wife.

www.mellerio.fr
Madreperla Ring in 18K grey 
gold set with one 3.11-carat 
unheated sapphire from 
Ceylon, 134 sapphires and 314 
diamonds (2.41cts); Isola Bella 
collection. POA.

Millefiora Ring in 18K pink 
gold set with one 1.82-carat 
unheated, certified pink 
sapphire from Burma, six 
tsavorites (1.96cts), eight 
spessartite garnets (0.78ct), 
10 pink sapphires (2.51cts), 
and 250 diamonds (1.60cts); 
Isola Bella collection. POA.

Madreperla Earrings 
in 18K grey gold set 

with 108 sapphires, 376 
diamonds (2.07cts) and 

26 fine pearls; Isola 
Bella collection. POA.

Millefiora Earrings in 18K 
pink gold set with 28 

pink sapphires (5.9cts), 
32 tsavorites (4.41cts), 
34 spessartite garnets 

(3.94cts), and 230 
diamonds (1.18cts);  Isola 

Bella collection. POA.



One of Valérie Messika’s favourite mo-
ments of the day is when it is time to read 
bedtime stories to her children. She partic-
ularly likes tales that feature courageous 
heroines, something she decided to cap-
ture in her new high jewellery collection. 
First unveiled in Baselworld 2018 (a few 
additional pieces have just been unveiled 
in Paris), Once Upon a Time is a very cou-
ture proposition, most pieces have a sar-
torial quality (plastrons and ear dresses 
made of scintillating rows of white dia-
monds), and the twenty-two parures are 
worthy of your inner modern princess. 
The Messika’s fairy tale is however a very 
modern proposition as seen in the life-
style shoot that features top model Sasha 
Pivovarova as a punk-rock idol. As a result, 
and despite their hyper luxurious creden-
tials, the renditions turn out to be fairly 
cool. 

www.messika.com

Bright Falcon Necklace in 
18K white gold set with 132.2 

carats of white diamonds; 
photography by ©Isabelle 

Bonjean; The Bright 
Falcon, Once Upon A Time 

collection. POA.

Radiant Fire Bird Ring in 
18K white gold set with one 
7.05-carat VS2 fancy yellow 

diamond and 10.64 carats of 
white diamonds; The Bright 
Falcon, Once Upon A Time 

collection. POA.



The brave spirit of Messika’s heroines is most felt in 
the Diamond Spear Necklace, whose row of large 
pear-shaped diamonds are set upwards as if al-
most latching onto one’s neck. It surely belongs to 
a warrior princess, someone with a fierce attitude. 
That said, Messika also knows how to address soft-
er types as seen in the delicate Beloved Feather 
pieces, flights of pear-shaped diamonds, or the 
Diamond Whirl suite, merry-go-round pieces where 
pear-shaped diamonds hang freely. In both cases, 
the ‘best’ in “girl’s best friend” is ascertained as, 
with MESSIKA, diamonds shield, boost, and fire up 
women’s esteem.

www.messika.com

Diamond Spears Necklace 
in 18K white gold set with 
a total of 70.88 carats of 

diamonds (DEF / VVS VS) 
including one 10.03-carat 

central pear-cut diamond; 
The Snow Queen, Once Upon 

A Time collection. POA.

Diamond Whirl suite shown on Sasha 
Pivovarova, photographed by Katja 
Rahlwes) in 18K white gold / Diamond 
Whirl Maxi Hoop with 46 pear-
cut diamonds (8.8cts), 10.4 carats 
of diamonds in total (EF / VVS VS); 
Diamond Whirl Ring with 15 pear-
cut diamonds (4.2cts), 4.23 carats of 
diamonds in total (VVS VS); Diamond 
Whirl Bracelet with 20 pear-cut 
diamonds (17.2cts), 19.56 carats of 
diamonds in total (DEF / IF VVS VS); 
The Snow Queen, Once Upon A Time 
collection. POA.



TAKE THE PLUNGE 
IN SUMMER

Summer is the perfect time of year if you are holidaying on your 
yacht, or staying in a beachfront mansion, and are keen to make a 

splash by displaying an exceptional watch specially created to take 
part in all your nautical fun and games. Here is our selection of six 

items that are bound to stand out.



Dive watches are among the most highly regarded types of watch 
by sports enthusiasts because they demonstrate their owners’ in-
volvement in the sport as well as working well when exposed to 
pressure. The drawback is that most of the examples to date tend 
to be rather conventional, not to say classic, and so do not come 
up to the expectations of watch lovers who want to be noticed by 
daring to wear an item that only they can afford. As luck would 
have it, there are several timepieces among those on offer that are 
sufficiently out of the ordinary to meet the needs of extraordinary 
individuals.



Designed for action, this new 42 mm diam-
eter item has a bezel with exposed screws 
and contains an in-house self-winding cali-
bre 3120. It is equipped with an internal be-
zel that is adjusted by a screw-down crown 
set at 10 o’clock on the side of the case.  
This beautifully functional item is worn on a 
tough strap in khaki-coloured rubber and is 
adorned with a “Méga Tapisserie” pattern on 
the dial in the same colour. Water-resistant 
to 300 metres and therefore designed with 
a solid engraved caseback, this piece is one 
of those rare items that is just as comfort-
able at an evening out with friends as it is on 
a dive, strapped to a neoprene wetsuit. 

AUDEMARS PIGUET 
ROYAL OAK 
OFFSHORE DIVER: 
SEA GREEN



Designed to meet the needs of fans of 
the deep who want to be able to read 
the time in a different way, this watch 
does the job with complete discre-
tion. Created by a specialist who has 
already proved that his vision is spot 
on, this handsome item is available in 
black-coated steel as well as in bronze, 
and is pressure-resistant to a depth of 
30 atmospheres to guarantee that the 
wearer need have no worries that it is 
waterproof. Powered by a self-winding 
calibre, this adventurer has a colour-
ful forged carbon rotating bezel, a di-
al in Neoralithe® with a striking date 
display and is ready for action on its 
Elastogator® strap, easily withstand-
ing the pressures of plunging into the 
deep.

FRANCK DUBARRY 
DIVER 
DARE TO BE COLOURFUL



With its titanium case produced with the aid 
of the technique known as Direct Metal Laser 
Sintering (DMLS), a method of 3D-printing 
applied to metal, Lo Scienziato Luminor 1950 
Tourbillon GMT is undoubtedly one of the most 
innovative and surprising creations to come 
from the Manufacture Panerai in Neuchâtel. 
The first mechanical movement watch to be 
conceived by this revolutionary technique, 
Lo Scienziato is now available in a new ver-
sion that has been subtly redesigned. In this 
model, the metallic shade of the case match-
es perfectly with the blue of the hands, the 
flange and the stitching on the black leath-
er strap, highlighting its sporting identity and 
its determinedly technical pedigree. Water-
resistant to 100 metres, this incredible time-
piece powered by a Panerai Tourbillon should 
satisfy anyone who can’t do without a watch 
with complications.

PANERAI LO 
SCIENZIATO LUMINOR 
1950 TOURBILLON 
GMT TITANIO – 47MM 
ULTIMATE PURITY



As its creator, Maximilian Büsser, points 
out, this watch is not strictly speaking a 
dive watch even if there is no problem 
with wearing it in the water. Developed 
in-house by MB&F as an aquatic watch, 
it has a “biomorphic” self-winding cali-
bre with 303 components regulated by 
a central flying tourbillon. With its fas-
cinating jelly-fish inspired design, this 
wonderful item comes with concentric 
discs to display the hours and minutes 
and has a blue ceramic unidirectional ro-
tating bezel that forms a kind of “rubber 
ring” around the case. Combining met-
al and high-domed sapphire crystal, this 
striking watch is worn on a strap made of 
aircraft-grade rubber.

MB&F 
HOROLOGICAL 
MACHINE N˚7 
“AQUAPOD” 
DEEP SEA DESIGN 



The links between Ulysse Nardin and the 
sea are as deep as the ocean. A pioneer in 
the field of innovative watchmaking, this 
year the manufacture presents a dive watch 
with a bite – 15 hammerhead sharks adorn 
the dial, with another one on the caseback. 
Water-resistant to 1,000 meters to guaran-
tee that any diver who would like to beat the 
deep dive record established at 701 metres 
is able to do so, this item comes in a limit-
ed edition of only 300 examples and has a 
powerful in-house self-winding movement. 
It has also been given a crown shielded by 
a guard engraved with the maximum depth 
and a helium escape valve for use during 
saturation dives. Easy to use with its unidi-
rectional rotating bezel offering excellent 
grip, this immediately recognisable time-
piece is worn on a textured rubber strap.

ULYSSE NARDIN 
DIVER DEEP DIVE 
HAMMERHEAD SHARK



Launched in 2009, the Rolex Deepsea was 
presented in 2014 with a D-Blue dial with a 
deep-blue to black gradient to commemo-
rate the Deepsea Challenge expedition that 
led the film director and explorer James 
Cameron to break the record for a solitary 
deep dive by descending to 10, 908 metres 
in the Mariana Trench. Today, this 44mm di-
ameter piece with its helium escape valve 
at 9 o’clock and its nickel-phosphorous in-
ternal wheel/escapement, has been sub-
tly redesigned to suit a more substantial 
bracelet, with a safety clasp that has al-
so been proportionally increased in size. 
Water-resistant to 3900 metres and pro-
duced in Oystersteel, this imposing watch 
contains an in-house self-winding calibre 
3235 insensitive to magnetic interference 
and has Superlative Chronometer certifi-
cation plus a power reserve of 70 hours.

OYSTER PERPETUAL 
ROLEX DEEPSEA 
DESIGNED FOR 
DECOMPRESSION




